
Skills for Life Forum

Friday 18th June 2010
10:30 – 12:30

7th Floor, Grosvenor House, Croydon, CR0 9XP
Minutes

Attendees: 
Brenda John (South Thames College), Chris Jackson (Sutton College of Learning for Adults), Des Rodney (Kingston College), Emmanuel Addo (South Thames College), Doris Carr (South Thames College), Gaynor Bray (RACC), Heidi Harper (Sutton & District Training), Jackie Van-West (Orchard Hill College), Jacob Olszewski (Best Training), Josephine Okoh (St Mungo’s Housing Association), Kathy Alcock (South London Business), Livia Faqirne Pataki (Careconnect Learning Ltd), Louisa Allen(Bromley Field Studies Centre), Patricia Beales (London Borough of Wandsworth), Philip Robinson(Bromley College of Further & Higher Education), Safia El Yahbak (Best Training London South), Sapna Patel(Merton College), Sarah Block(John Ruskin College), Sarah Chowdry(Age UK Training), Shaun Costello(Kingston Adult Education), Shirley Hamilton(Bromley Adult Education Centre), Simon Phillips(St Mungo’s Housing Association), Graeme Kerr(SLLP), Silvina Elliott(SLLP)

Apologies:
Davina Ramen (South Thames College), Cecilia Ampuero-Wray (CALAT), Helen Drewery (South Thames College), Paul Coster (Community Learning and Skills Service), Judith Gawn (NIACE London), Verena Hewat (PENROSE), Cheryl Dunn (CALAT), Veronica Storey (North Kingston Centre)

1. Introduction

The meeting was co-chaired by Graeme Kerr of SLLP and Philip Robinson of the Functional Skills Support Programme.
2. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising

The minutes from the last meeting were agreed as accurate. 

3. The Functional Skills Support Programme 

Philip Robinson made a short informal presentation on the Functional Skills Support Programme.

The presentation particularly focused on the following: 

· Key Dates 

· Support available through the FSSP including individual tutorials and workshops 

· FS Awarding Bodies 

· Readiness Tools

A lively discussion was then held around the issues and implications which surround FS and the support available. 

4. Group Work 
The group split up into FE and Non-FE groups and discussed the challenges they had identified and how they were being tackled by other providers.

· Where is your organisation with the delivery of Functional Skills? 
· What are the key challenges at the current time?
Issues discussed within the FE Group included:

· If your organisation is delivering Foundation Learning programmes, how are you approaching the embedding of functional skills? 

· How are providers planning discrete courses, where learners from different vocational pathways are coming together for the Functional Skills bit? 

· Has your organisation come up with innovative ways to deliver discrete courses where Skills for Life is embedded within a vocational unit e.g. literacy with IT, numeracy with food hygiene etc. - and how are providers funding / staffing / planning / accrediting these?  
· How is your organisation reaching new learners, especially those who have a numeracy need but either haven't identified it or haven't wanted to come to college to do a numeracy qualification?  

· How is your organisation effectively linking the results of diagnostic tests to the Scheme of Work and ultimately ILPs, particularly for p/t tutors? 

· If you provide SfL/FS to adults learners, what issues are you having in moving your entire provision to Functional Skills?  

· What is your favoured awarding body for functional skills and why?

Within the Non-FE Group, Philip worked through a wide range of current issues affecting WBL providers.
5. Updates from Partners 

The London Development Agency is introducing a career progression outcome to incentivise providers to support learners in the workplace to progress through supporting them with coaching, mentoring and IAG. Have any providers on the network developed any good practice in delivering such pastoral support in the workplace alongside skills for life?

6. AOB
There were no issues raised under AOB.
7. Date of Next Meeting 
8th October 10.30-12.30pm[image: image1.png]















PAGE  
2

