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1. Welcome and Introductions
Graeme Kerr welcomed everyone and introduced the meeting.
2. Previous Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes were agreed as accurate. 

3. Student Finance
Charmaine Valente gave an informal update on the work of Student Finance England.

Key areas of discussion involved:

· The links Student Finance has with UCAS and how this can speed up the application process.

· How the Student Finance Calculator can be used to support the curriculum and meet OFSTED requirements.
· Practitioner resources to enable staff to sign post more effectively and contact numbers to assist staff with their work.

4. Local Authority budgets and the impact on the 14-19 Agenda
Charmaine Bryan, 14-19 Co-ordinator at London Borough of Bexley, gave an update on the budget cuts and the effect on the 14-19 agenda.

Key points included:

· Apprenticeships appear to be an area of growth although there may be a need for more development.

· Their HE group are collating information about HE progression and this was seen as a priority for the coming year. 

· Their key challenge is to ensure that in the midst of so much uncertainty, programmes are sustainable and appropriate courses are provided in the coming academic year.

· On the positive side, Charmaine felt that employer engagement is now starting to produce results and gave examples of the effect of working in partnership with the EBP in Bexley.

She then led a discussion on how other local authorities were tackling the changes and the various impacts on apprenticeships, diplomas and Foundation Learning.  It was felt that the challenges were similar across all those boroughs represented.
There was a lively discussion on the various impending changes including local authority models to support changes in government policy, the impact of free and independent schools, what is happening with the RPA and it was felt that this initiative could be replaced with a new agenda on widening participation.
5. Update on 14-19 Developments
There was a general acceptance among the group that there is a lack of clarity at this time and that the future of the 14-19 curriculum would become clearer in August / September.  
6. AOB
Janice Pigott gave a short update on the QCF and flagged up key areas of development including:

· Lack of awareness among advisors on how QCF works

· The issue of consistency in the naming of qualifications 

· How credits are shared across awarding bodies, negating the need for students to repeat units.

In the ensuing discussion, it was felt that there was a need for QCF awareness raising, in particular among employers who may find it confusing in the early stages.
7. Date of next meeting
Friday 1st October 10.30am – 12.30pm










